
Page 1 of 2 
 

 
Congratulatory Message for the 50th Anniversary of the 

American Romanian Academy of Arts and Sciences (ARA) 
 
President Ruxandra Vidu 
Distinguished Members of the American Romanian Academy, 
Honored Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is with great joy, admiration, and heartfelt respect that I stand before you on behalf of Danubius 
International University to extend the University’s warm congratulations on the significant milestone of 
the 50th Anniversary of the American Romanian Academy of Arts and Sciences (ARA). Celebrating fifty 
years of academic excellence, cultural diplomacy, and dedicated service to humanity is both a historic 
achievement and a powerful testament to the vision, courage, and perseverance of the Academy’s 
founders and members across generations. 
 
Thanks to the leadership and friendship of Dr. Gabriela Wilson, a proud daughter of Romania and a 
fellow American, through whose introduction I had the privilege of being inducted into the Academy last 
year. My presence in the Academy reflects its open and inclusive spirit, welcoming global scholars who 
maintain a strong love for Romania, regardless of their origins or places of domicile.  
 
For fifty years, ARA has served as a beacon of intellectual integrity, a bridge between continents, and a 
protector of the highest values that unite the worlds of scholarship, science, and culture. Through its 
conferences, publications, symposia, and a community of distinguished scholars, ARA has fostered ideas, 
expanded knowledge, and supported the global Romanian diaspora in preserving its identity while 
making meaningful contributions to the scientific and artistic life of the world. 
 
The achievements of ARA are extensive and impressive. The Academy has provided a remarkable 
platform where scientists, artists, educators, and innovators can share discoveries that cross borders. It has 
built an international network of professionals dedicated not only to academic excellence but also to 
fostering human connections based on respect, collaboration, and mutual growth. The Academy’s 
commitment to promoting ethical inquiry and preserving Romanian heritage abroad is truly exceptional.  
 
The past 50 years are filled with a rich history of outstanding accomplishments, but the best is yet to come 
as ARA continues to inspire the future. As an embodiment of the idea that knowledge is a shared treasure, 
that culture is a universal language, and that the entire world benefits when we celebrate both our roots 
and our global responsibilities, ARA’s legacy stands as a symbol of what is possible when educated 
minds come together. Your legacy is one of illumination—true to ARA’s enduring mission to elevate 
minds, open doors, and strengthen the bonds between people, nations, and generations. 
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As you celebrate this golden jubilee, may you look back with pride, stand confidently in the present with 
gratitude, and move forward with renewed purpose. May the next fifty years bring even greater 
achievements, stronger partnerships, and ongoing inspiration for all who believe in the power of science, 
arts, and education to change the world. 
 
Congratulations once again, and please accept Danubius International University’s sincere appreciation 
for everything ARA has done, continues to do, and will do to advance knowledge, foster unity within the 
Romanian-American community, and enrich our global society. 
 
Happy 50th Anniversary, ARA! 
May your light continue to shine brightly for generations to come. 
 
With profound respect and admiration, 
 
 
Dr. Steve O. Michael 
Professor, Rector & CEO 
Danubius International University 
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